THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH  MUSEUM
(since 1881) the Sovereign's nominee, and which reports to the
General Board twice a year the Minutes of its Monthly Meetings.
The same Standing Committee meets also monthly at the Natural
History Museum. V'
Of the Principal Trustees at the foundation the Archbishop was
Thomas Herring (//. 1757), a Whig ecclesiastic of amiable character
but no great force; and the Lord Chancellor was Philip Yorlcc, 1st
Earl of Hardwicke, who retired from office in 1754. Neither of these
had time to do much for the infant institution. But, as we have seen,
the Speaker was very different. Onslow was rightly elected to the first
vacancy (the Duke of Argyll's) for an Elected*Trustee on his retire-
ment from the Speakership in 1768.^7 The President of the Royal
Society was the Earl of Macdesfteld, the astronomer, who had been
Chairman of Sloane's Trustees in 1753-
Thc first election, held in that year, set the tradition. The fifteen
elected included statesmen who were patrons of letters, such as the
Duke of Argyll, whose portrait at Glasgow shows him with an open
folio; the Duke of Northumberland; utlu* good" Lord Lyttelton,
himself an author, high-minded and absent-minded alike, for, though
he had been Chancellor of the Exchequer, uhe could never compre-
hend the commonest rules of arithmetic1'; Philip Yorke, afterwards
2nd Earl of Hardwicke, who had been Chairman of the Committee
of the House for the Sloaiie-Cotton-Hurley business;?8 Sir John
Evelyn, F.R.S., builder of the library at Wotton, whose famous
grandfather would surely have rejoiced to know of this activity of his
grandson; two members of Sloane's family (beyond the nominated
representatives), William Sloane and Colonel William Sotheby; and
several of the leading spirits of the Royal and Antiquaries' Societies,
such as Dr. Thomas Birch, a friend of the Yorkes, who was the most
active of the Trustees; according to Johnson "Tom Birch'* was "as
brisk as a bee in conversation," while Horace Walpole described him
as "a worthy good-natured soul, full of industry and activity, and
running about like a young setting-dog, in quest of anything new
or old, and with no parts, taste or judgement"; he was one of the
Museum's first considerable benefactors as well as Secretary and first
centenary historian of the Royal Society; James West, the great
collector, afterwards (in 1768) as P.R.S, an ex-oflicio Trustee; and